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Printing Skills - The Forgotten 
Foundation of Literacy 

 
 

If a child can’t print, they are essentially illiterate!  The subconscious motor planning required fast letter and 
number production is a necessary precursor for achievement in ALL academic areas.  Children who can’t 
remember how to make their letters and numbers, or who have poor letter recognition, are delayed in spelling, 
math, sentence composition, socials, and science.  These often bright children are left behind with labels of 
‘learning disabled’, when they really just need to learn to print!  20% of primary children have at least a two year 
delay in printing skills.  Why?  Teachers are now only spending 14 minutes per day teaching printing, and use 
inconsistent instruction and evaluation methods, often with the unfounded belief that technology will replace the 
need to print.  As printing and keyboarding are both visual motor skills, a child who can’t print often can’t keyboard.  
Struggling printers receive lower grades, are shunned by peers, and exhibit lower self esteem.  As printing is the 
foundation skill for all academics, we are unknowingly creating an illiterate generation of children.  Learn what you 
as a parent, teacher and therapist can do to help make printing and reading easy, starting in pre-school!  Back to 
Basics offers essential, leading edge information to ensure every child attains literacy.   
 
Workshop Goal – Back to Basics raises awareness regarding the reasons why we still need to teach printing, and 
offers schools, government and university suggestions and initiatives on how to ease the job of printing and reading 
for all children. 
 
Learning Outcomes 

• Analyze current research on the decline of printing instruction by teachers, the impact on literacy, and list 
three reasons why children need to learn to print to achieve literacy. 

• Using the provided Foundation Scale for Grades K-6, rank your students’ individual performance levels in 
printing and reading. 

• Using the Fine Motor Observations and Strategies form, recognize 13 critical factors for fine motor 
development of the eyes and hands, and list one intervention technique for each factor to improve printing 
and reading skill. 

• Develop three classroom and school based intervention strategies to achieve printing instruction and 
evaluation consistency by using the Printing Basics Guide. 

• Experience a Printing Adventure with the new Move’in Program. 
 
The Move’in Program improves printing and reading by providing an assessment and intervention in the form of a 
board game, played in school or at home. Move’in comes with a web-based computer program that allows children 
to create their own custom journal and worksheets, and database for progress tracking and reports. 
 
Cris Rowan is a well-known speaker and author to teachers, parents and 
therapists providing over 200 keynotes and workshops throughout North 
America.  Cris has BSc’s in both in Occupational Therapy and in Biology, is a 
SIPT certified Pediatric Sensory Specialist, and has worked in the school system 
for the past decade.  Cris authors the Development Series Newsletter, created 
the Zone’in and Move’in Educational Programs for schools and homes, and 
recently started Rowan Training Systems for registered Occupational Therapists.  
  

To REGISTER: 
Online:  go to www.zonein.ca/workshops.php 
By fax: fill out the attached registration form 

By phone:  call 1-888-896-6346 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
 

 
 
Workshop Title: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Workshop Date / Location: ________________________________________________ 
 
Registrant’s Name: ______________________________________________________  
 
Occupation: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _____________________   Province: _______  Postal Code:  _________________ 
 
Daytime/Evening Phone: __________________________________________________ 
  
Email address: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Circle the workshops you wish to attend        Regular Price      Early Bird Price 
 
Morning session      $150   $125 
Afternoon session      $150   $125 
Combined morning and afternoon sessions  $250   $200 
 
I am paying the amount of _____________ by: 
 
 □ Cheque (enclosed) 
 
 □ VISA # ________________________________ Expiry:____________________ 
 
 □ Mastercard #___________________________ Expiry:____________________ 
 
 Name on card:  
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Signature: 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 

A $35.00 fee will be applied to all cancellations. 
Cancellations will not be accepted within one week of the workshop date. 

 
Please FAX or MAIL this form and payment to the Zone’in office 

Fax: 1-877-896-6346 
2523 Sunset Dr., Kamloops, BC V2C 4K1 

 
For more information, contact the Zone’in office at 

1-888-896-6346 or info@zonein.ca. 
www.zonein.ca 


